Natural Sciences Chairs Council

May 12, 2008
1:00-3:15 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Open a Peer Advising Center (opened Fall quarter); Create a recruiting CD for the College (almost ready to be released) and each department (Kinesiology done); Re-establish the equipment line; Seek funding to name the HP, PE, BI, CS, and PS building or departments; Make plans for use of the museum (visited Alf Museum, visiting local museums); Get A/C for the PE building; Promote the 25/35 program (Fall-implemented and reminder sent); New hires (Kinesiology 1-closed); Nursing 3- 2 offers being prepared); More MASS program recruiting; Finish the BI and PS buildings; Maximize the Title V funding for the STEM program
Approval of minutes for April 14, 2008.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Dave M. – The Chairs Council meeting for Wednesday has been canceled. Chemistry will submit an NSF-MRI grant for an hc/ms. If any of your faculty might use this instrument, please submit a paragraph on how it would be used to Dave Maynard by June 1st for a June 23rd submission of the proposal.
· Lory – There are currently 294 undergraduates and 11 graduates registered for June Commencement. Registration closes on June 1st.

· Terry – The Department of Kinesiology has completed is promotional DVD. They will distribute it for recruitment purposes, and are willing to send it out to other departments that would like to look at it and get some ideas for their own DVD.

· Lynne – The media lab remodel project will begin on June 16th. There is surplus modular furniture that is available to any department willing to take it. Interviews for faculty candidates have concluded and the department is ready to move forward with 2 offers. 

2. Announcements from Administration
· Overhead for Grants Fringe Benefits – This has been put on the back burner and will not be occurring after all.
· State Funding for International Travel – President Karnig does not want state money to be spent on international travel. Requests for international travel will be submitted to the Dean for approval to insure appropriate non-state funding.
· Faculty Research Day –May 19, 2008
· Outside accounts for university funds – The Dean was notified that there are still accounts that have not been moved on-campus and he reminded the chairs that any university affiliated entities that have accounts off-campus must close them and move them to an on-campus account.
· CSU Research Competition – Tom Lee (CSCI and CNS outstanding graduate for 2006-07) won 1st prize in the graduate division. Keith Schubert was the advisor. This is a 1st for CSUSB!
· 2007-08 Retirements –Ellen Daroszewski, Lou Fernandez, Helen Johnston, Pat Owens, Cindy Paxton, Judith Powell
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Summer – FTEs data has been distributed.
b. Fall – Priority registration begins on May 20th
c. Winter – Schedule build begins on May 19th  
2.
Scheduling time slots (John) – John went over common time slots for scheduling M, W, F classes and requested that departments NOT schedule any M,W classes before 12pm.
3.
Department Handling of Scholarship Applications (Ada) – Ada handed out a list of current endowed scholarships for each department. She informed the chairs that Financial Aid should be sending out applications to the departments for review. Once the departments review the applications and make their recipient selections, they are to notify Financial Aid. 
4.
Vacation time accrual and payout for department chairs – Any vacation accrued by the department chair that is not used when they return to faculty will be paid out from department funds. This also includes any staff member who resigns or retires.
5.
Projected FTES targets for 2008-09 – (see attachment) the 1st draft of targets for 2008-09 was handed out and discussed. The dean requested that the chairs look over the proposed targets and get back to him by the end of this week.
6.
Budget reduction strategies – (see attachment) Next year does not seem to be much of a problem. The impact will be in the 2009-10 academic year. The Dean asked the chairs to think about some strategy ideas for handling the projected reductions and give him feedback. 

7.
Possible Curricular Effort related to conservation/global warming -  Tony Metcalf, Alan Smith and Bob Phalen are interested in meeting to discuss possibilities.
8.
Student Advising and Orientation – 

a. Early Advising from May 6th through May 16th from 3-5pm. The list was distributed with the names of faculty that will be advising students during the specified time frames. 


b. Advising and Registration Day – May 17th and June 7th from 9:30-12:00. Faculty need to sign in at the Founder’s Room by 9:15am. Each faculty will have a staff person who will do a PowerPoint presentation at the beginning of the session. There will also be a runner assigned to assist if necessary.

c. Summer Orientation Programs – 10:30-1:00 department (Day 1 only) – see attachment for assigned faculty.
1. June 25, 2008 (Wednesday and Thursday) 

2. July 21, 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)

3. July 26, 2008 (Saturday and Sunday)

4. August 11, 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)

5. August 13, 2008 (Wednesday and Thursday)

9.
  Construction Projects
a. BI and PS Buildings – John.  In the BI Building, the cold water has been re-contaminated by the hot water from central plant switchover. In the PS building, the first chlorination test failed. In PS-010, it is imperative that the safety announcement continue to be read at the beginning of every class for the remainder of the quarter. If not, the fire marshal can shut down the building. The next walk-through is tentatively scheduled for May 27th, with the architect doing a walk-through on May 29th. Departments that are involved in this move need to start getting serious about the moving details. HSCI is scheduled to move on August 4th and Physics about August 5th if needed to fill out the movers day, with the bulk of the move beginning on August 12th.
b. Observatory – Roberto.  Associated Engineers has completed the plans and CPDC will use the plans to obtain a cost estimate. The Weingart Foundation is going to recommend to their board to give a contribution of at least $250,000.
c. New Nursing Building – Lynne.  There was no report.
