Natural Sciences Chairs Council

April 6, 2016
1:00pm – 2:45 pm, BI-104

In Attendance: K. Fleming, M. Chao, P. Dixon, C. Stanton, T. Rizzo, M. Schultz, R. Smith, B. Stanley, D. Fischman, K. Voigt, P. Williams, S. McGill, D. Chen-Maynard, L. Lewis
1) Approval of minutes for March 23, 2016 – Approved as distributed 

2) Informational Items:
a. Announcements by Chairs
· Dr. McGill announced that their candidate accepted the offer.
· Dr. Stanton reported that mathematics has extended two offers.
· Dr. Schultz reported that they have three offers out.
· Dr. Chen-Maynard announced that they will be doing phone interviews next week for the EHS position.
· Dr. Voigt reported that an offer has gone out.
b. Announcements from administration

· PAES Recruiting event: The PAES recruiting event will be held on Saturday, April 23rd. 
· Scherba Dinner: Kevin sent out the RSVP list to the chairs today for the dinner. Three tables are full – biology, geology, physics.
· Council of Chairs summer dates: Lory sent out the dates for the summer meetings. July 13th will be the retreat from 9am-3pm to go over items that they haven’t been able to discuss during the AY. 
· HACU for students:  Diane Podolske sent out information regarding the HACU event on April 27th.
· Additional sections: The deadline to submit additional sections to the dean is April 23rd. 
3) Discussion Items:
a. Dashboard – (Muriel Lopez-Wagner) Ms. Lopez-Wagner gave a presentation on the new addition of campus metric indicators to Dashboard. Some of the additions include:
i. Monitoring bottleneck courses

ii. Student success metrics

iii. Course metrics 

iv. Faculty metrics

            Ms. Lopez-Wagner then answered questions
b. Assessment update (Davida Fischman) – Dr. Fischman passed around a handout that is a call for participants for Principles of Program Design proposals. $2,500 is available to faculty teams to engage in this yearlong workshop to delve deeply into principles of program design. This is being sponsored by TRC in collaboration with Q2S team. A brief discussion followed and Dr. Fischman answered questions. Dr. Fischman then passed around a handout: CNS Assessment Guidelines for Programs for the chairs to review. She asked the chairs to send her an assessment timeline for the quarter. She then reminded the chairs that the deadline for the annual assessment report is the end of June.
c. Scheduling update (Dr. Williams) – Dr. Williams reported the following:

i. As of today, the college is at 105% of target and census is April 22nd.
ii. Summer priority registration begins on May 9th.
iii. Fall schedule build ends on Friday, April 8th.
iv. Fall priority registration begins on May 26th.
v. He sent out a list of classes that were held last year for SOAR and a template to use for this year. There will only be 6 SOAR sessions this summer. Dr. Williams advised the chairs to save the same number of seats as last year.
vi. He has modified the targets for fall and will circulate them to the chairs.
vii. Materials for winter 2017 will be distributed to colleges on May 9th. Schedule build begins on May 16th. 
d. Outstanding faculty awards – The chairs nominated, voted and selected awardees for the following:
i. Outstanding teaching : Rollie Trapp, Mathematics
ii. Outstanding research and scholarly activities: Paul Orwin, Biology

iii. Outstanding service: Teresa Dodd-Butera, Nursing

iv. Outstanding Alumnus: Eldon Easton, Health Science and Human Ecology

v. Mace Bearer: Jeff Thompson, Dean of Graduate Studies

e. Large lecture guidelines – The chairs discussed the large lecture guidelines that have been in effect for this AY. Exceptions to the guidelines can be submitted and to date, there has only been one exception request for #8. There was a brief discussion regarding this and the chairs agreed that #8 should be deleted.

f. Strategic Plan/CO Metrics/Annual report  - Tabled for next meeting
4) Other: 
 Faculty serving on committees 
The dean asked if the chairs would like a faculty representative to serve on the hiring committee for the director of Career Services. A brief discussion followed.
