Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting
April 30, 2012

1:00-2:45 p.m., BI-104

Priorities for the year:

Projects supported by the Council of Chairs: Secure outside funding for the Peer Advisor Center; Continue the Scherba Lecture Series; Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Open the observatory. Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Expand development activities working on short-term 50th anniversary campaign.

Projects to be worked on by the Council of Chairs:

Department chair involvement in the dean search; Continue to support faculty who are trying to obtain grants; Make plans for CNS Museum; Continue to increase international exchanges; Develop one or more development projects from each department.
1. Approval of minutes for April 16, 2012 – Approved as distributed.
2. Announcement by Chairs

a. Paul– The observatory open house was a success. About 400 people attended and there were 20 volunteers that helped out.
b. Linda –San Manuel contributed $5k for the annual DisAbility Sports Festival. 
c. Lory– The CNS Outstanding Graduate is Laughing Bear Torrez Dulgeroff from biology and the Outstanding Undergraduate is Li Wang from chemistry and biochemistry. 
d. Alan – Geology purchased a new suburban for field trips and field work.
3. Announcements from Administration
a. Community College enrollments – Over 100k community college students were not able to get into classes this year.
b. SUG money – Graduates will still be able to receive this aid. 
c. Executive Budget Council – The governor will not support increasing the tuition. He is also asking that pensions and healthcare costs be paid by the CSU. 
d. CSUSB Presidential Search – 3 names have been forwarded. The Board of Trustees will discuss the candidates at the May 7th meeting.
e. 17 unit max enrollment for Fall – Graduating seniors with grad checks (priority zero) will have the first two days of priority registration an will be allowed to register for 19.5 units. Priority 1-5 students will be limited to 17 units. Overloads requirements will be strictly enforced (3.0 gpa)
4. Action Items

a. Americans with Disabilities Act Informational Session – Twillea Evans-Carthen and Risa Dickson gave a presentation on the amended ADA, complete with handouts.
5. Assessment Event – There will be an event on May 3rd from 10:30-11:45 p.m. the upper commons. The dean would like each department to send a couple of people to attend.
6. CNS Council of Chairs Summer Meetings – The following dates were proposed for the chairs meetings in the summer from 1-3pm.
a. July 16th
b. August 13th 
7. CNS Chair’s Summer Schedules – Any department chair that will be taking vacation during the summer needs to email those dates to Lory.
8. Spring Augmentation/additional classes – The dean had an attachment that has the breakdown for augmentation and additional classes. He requested that the chairs peruse the document for errors. If there are any, let him know by Thursday. Renee will transfer the funds on Friday.
9. CNS Science Museum/Learning Center – The refurbishment is coming along nicely. Construction on the water feature will begin soon.
10. Scheduling – George
a. Summer –Priority registration begins on May 7th. 
b. Fall 2012 – Priority registration begins on May 24th. 
c. Winter 2013 – Schedule build begins on May 21st.

11. Other – SOAR – Cindy handed out SOAR agendas for the freshmen SOAR dates. She reported that there will be approximately 13% more freshmen than last year. She will send out the transfer SOAR agendas electronically to the chairs. A discussion followed.
