Natural Sciences Chairs Council

March 19, 2007
1:00-3:15 TO 146

Meeting Minutes
Priorities for the Year:  Make FTE target (Fall [104.7%]-Winter [103.2%-106.8%]-Spring), Recruit faculty positions (Biology (2 interviewing), Computer Engineering (1-pool approved), HSCI (1 interviewing), Math (2 hired), Nursing (3 – 1 pool approved)), Develop a recruiting CD, Identify a new building and/or additional laboratory space, Computer Engineering Program (started), Environmental Sciences program (started), MPH program (started), Observatory, Follow-up 5-Year self study, Recruiting S-Stem program, regular and Presidential Scholar students, Additional staff lines for the College, Reinstate equipment line for College.
Approval of minutes for March 5, 2007.  The Minutes were approved as amended.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  
· Ted – HSCI will be doing on campus interviews during the first two weeks of April.
· George – CSCI is close to conducting on campus interviews for the Computer Engineering position. MASS needs the nominations from the departments of their current junior status students. Records will send a list of the current top students in each major to the chairs to choose from. To date, there are eight complete applications for incoming freshmen and five complete applications for transfer students.
· Cindy – Any Add or Drop After Census forms submitted to the College office need to have supporting documentation attached. Cindy attended a Freshmen Advising Day planning meeting and the committee is interested in obtaining an informational sheet from the College to include in the information packet that will be handed out to each student. There are three dates scheduled dates for Freshmen Advising Day: June 2nd, July 14th, and August 11th.
· John – The additional parking spaces in the Bio Lot are completed and are being used. Also, an email was sent from Milton Clark regarding the missing portions of the GE Review for our College. John handed out an attachment to each department highlighting those items that still need to be submitted. The chairs were asked to respond directly to Milton and copy John by the end of this week.
· Terry – Kinesiology is taking thirteen students to Thailand on 3-22-07 to visit clinics, schools and hospitals.

· Peter – Nam Kim has resigned and accepted a position at Cal Poly Pomona. Ching-Yi (Birdy) Wang is an emergency hire that has replaced him and is doing a good job thus far.
· Dave P. – The on campus interviews have concluded for the Molecular Biologist position. The on campus interviews for the Vertebrate Biologist begin today. 

2. Announcements from Administration

· Campus fee requests – Those departments wishing to make a change to the amount of a fee or want to implement a new fee need to get their information to John Craig by mid-April.
· 2005-06 Student Outcomes Assessment Report – The Math Department is the only department to turn in a report so far. The other departments need to send their report to Dr. Kamusikiri and a copy to the Dean as soon as possible.
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Spring.  The enrollment numbers were distributed for the end of open enrollment period and they look promising. Hard copies of these numbers will no longer be distributed. John will continue to send the electronic versions. 
b. Summer.  Priority registration begins on May 1st 
c. Fall. Schedule formatting ends on March 29th. This week any changes need to be printed out and sent to Academic Scheduling. Next week is for emergency changes only. Be sure to double check the accuracy of the supervision courses. Be sure to also have graduate students that are still working on their thesis to enroll in the 698 course for 0 units. 
2. Graduation Issues – Lory – 
· The names of students to receive Departmental Honors need to be submitted in alphabetical order with student ID listed to Lory by 4-2-07. 
· Department selections of the Outstanding Undergraduate and/or Graduate Student need to be submitted to Lory no later than 4-2-07.

· Are there any suggestions for the selection of the Mace Bearer? 
· It was agreed by all chairs that there will be no non-student commencement speaker.

· Does the College want to recognize an Outstanding Alumnus? The chairs think this is a good idea. They are to speak with their faculty and bring back names for discussion to the next meeting. 

· If any departments have any newsworthy students graduating, please contact Alex Maculsay at 77350. Their story could be posted on WebReg.

· There are 400 students eligible to participate in the June Commencement

· Each student will receive ten tickets

· This year, we will use a CD for Commencement instead of the CSUSB band. We are currently taking suggestions for a recessional song. Contact the Dean or Lory with your suggestion.

· We have hired a vendor to make department banners to be carried in during Commencement by a designated student. 

 3.
Quarterly report on Fundraising – Roberto – Per the attachment, Roberto went over the numbers for the year. There were some questions regarding the contributions and Roberto will add an additional column showing the requested data, send the revised report to the chairs and discuss it again at the next meeting.
4.
Equipment Purchases – The Dean has received faculty computer requests from Computer Science, Geology and Kinesiology. He is waiting on information from Ken Poarch before approving these purchases.
5. Outstanding Professor recognition/nominations – The College would like to recognize past and future winners with certificates or plaques. Send any suggestions to the Dean or Lory on ways to recognize these recipients. Nominations for this year will be discussed at the next meeting.
6. Progress report on activities resulting from 5 year reviews – Per the attachment, Kinesiology is the only department that has reported to the Dean. He would like updates from the other departments as soon as possible.
7. Orientation for students in the Fall – Physics has responded with suggestions and the Dean is waiting on more suggestions from the other departments. A suggestion was made to look at the Gateway model for a starting point and ideas on how to proceed. There was a discussion and it was decided that the Dean and Cindy will get together and do a sample agenda to discuss at the next meeting.
8. Construction Projects
a. BI and PS Buildings – Saturday, April 28th is still the scheduled move start date. John still needs assessment sheets from Biology and Geology ASAP. Instructors teaching in EE 111 and/or the Student Union Theatre in the Spring need to be oriented on the AV systems and need to contact Steve Waldman at 77168 to setup orientation PRIOR to the start of the quarter.
b. Observatory – The next scheduled meeting for the steering committee is 3-22-07 to deal with prospects. They have not moved forward in the past two weeks. The Keck Foundation gave the College four months to make considerable progress in order to not move their $600k challenge grant to another source. June 30th is the drop dead date for an additional $800K - $1 million in contributions. Bogh Construction is currently working on getting other in-kind contributions from big construction companies. Karnig has requested weekly progress reports in order to move this project forward. 
