Natural Sciences Chairs Council

September 15, 2008
1:00-2:50 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year: Open a Peer Advising Center (opened Fall quarter); Create a recruiting CD for the College (almost ready to be released) and each department (Kinesiology done); Re-establish the equipment line; Seek funding to name the HP, PE, BI, CS, and PS building or departments; Make plans for use of the museum (visited Alf Museum, visiting local museums); Get A/C for the PE building; Promote the 25/35 program (Fall-implemented and reminder sent); New hires (Kinesiology 1-closed); Nursing 3- Morris hired, one position closed, one offer being prepared); More MASS program recruiting; Finish the BI and PS buildings; Maximize the Title V funding for the STEM program

Approval of minutes for August 18, 2008.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Alan – One of the faculty members was notified late Friday that the textbook that was submitted to the bookstore was not available. 
· George – The department received final accreditation for the next 6 years. This was the best review the department has ever had. Computer Science & Engineering will be hosting an open house on October 17th. Several area high schools are planning on participating. The MASS program will have about 15+ new students this fall. 
· Terry – Aaron Moffett is currently in China at the Paralympics. The DisAbility Sports Festival will be held on October 4th. The department submitted the NCATE and WASC documents to the College of Education. 

· Renee - Biology and Math have not turned in their appointment forms for the fall.  The forms need to be completed and submitted to the college office no later than Friday to insure that the faculty are paid on time. Renee also handed out the part time budget and suggested that any chairs who have questions to see her. 
· Cindy – Peer advisors are available to help students being admitted late. She will send the new operating hours for the peer center to the chairs.
· Lynne – The computer lab remodel is ongoing and has had some setbacks. They are still hoping to open by September 25th. The new labs will be ready at PDC by the start of the quarter. The nursing website is being revamped. The department is in need of 2 full professors to sit on their department evaluation committee this AY. 

2. Announcements from Administration
· American Heart Association Walk – Will be held on Saturday at Cal Baptist College in Riverside. 
· Conversion from Office 2003 to 2007 – The Dean would like to transition the whole college all at once. The chairs will talk to their faculty and come to the next meeting with some feedback. The transition, if approved will take place in mid-quarter.
· RPT document changes – The Dean went over some changes that were approved by the senate and have been submitted to President Karnig for final approval. The following are some of the changes that will become effective if approved
i. FERP faculty cannot serve on college on university committees
ii. Chairs may not serve on department evaluation committees
iii. Chairs may not serve on part-time faculty review committees
iv. Quarterly temporary faculty SOTE all classes
v. 1-yr appt faculty do 2/3 or 2 classes, whichever is greater
vi. 3-yr faculty do 1/3 classes
vii. Classes to be SOTE’d are agreed to by faculty and chair
viii. No ranking of promotion any longer
ix. Retention recommendation may include recommendation for different cycle date for review
x. Two term or less faculty do not need to be reviewed
xi. 3 quarter temp faculty must be reviewed
xii. 3 yr faculty must be evaluated in spring 2nd year
xiii. Faculty must design or prepare a course in FAR
xiv. Competency in professional growth: must have professionally evaluated activities
xv. Temp faculty having non-teaching activities must be documented by chair or dean
xvi. Tenured faculty undergoing Periodic Evaluation may serve on department evaluation committee
· Summer research pods – There are 3 or 4 faculty that did the research pod three summers ago and have not fulfilled the requirement of submitting their research for publication or a grant, or doing a presentation. The student that assisted in the research must also do a presentation. For those faculty who have not fulfilled the requirement, their names have been forwarded to Associate Provost, Jeff Thompson to ban them from obtaining additional grants until this requirement is fulfilled. 
Action Items: 

1.


Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Fall – CNS is the only college that is at 100% of target for enrollment. Classes start on September 25th. The university is projected to be 5.31% over target for the fall. John reminded the chairs to make sure to enter staff names for all fall classes in PeopleSoft.
b. Winter –The deadline to make changes before the schedule goes to print is September 19th.
2.
Miscellaneous Course Fee applications – John has 3 draft applications to date (Biology, Geology, Kinesiology).  Any other departments still interested need to turn in paperwork to John as soon as possible.
3.
Evaluation of what works and doesn’t work with department student orientation – The faculty would like to know how many students will be coming before they show up. Kinesiology faculty obtained contact information from the new students and the KSA will be staying in touch in them.
4.
Projects for 2008-09 for the Council of Chairs – Chairs will talk to their faculty for additional suggestions for the next meeting. The following are previous suggestions:
a. A/C for PE building

b. Recruiting CD for the college

c. Peer advisor posters to circulate in classes and to post outside of the departments

d. Increase international exchanges

e. Increase external grant activity

f. Increase student research opportunities with faculty
5.
Boise State University Workload policy (see attachment for discussion) Tabled until the next meeting. The chairs would like to speak with their faculty about it and get their input. The Dean will send out the policy electronically to the chairs.

6.
MW, TR teaching schedule for major classes – There was a discussion and the chairs felt it would work for some departments but not for all. There are several classes that need to be spread across the full week. If this schedule is doable the MW classes would have to be scheduled after 12pm. 
7.
Observatory – (Roberto) The new cost estimates should be completed by Friday as well as the SCE cost estimate for permanent power feed. It is very likely that a donor is interested in naming the observatory. The donation will be for $800k, and it will be formally announced after they meet later this month. The Weingart Foundation approved a $126k grant, and a federal request for funding was submitted by Congressman Jerry Lewis and it is still on the table. The current estimate for the project is $2.4 million. If the final cost estimate comes in higher, we may need to re-think the project. We should know more in 2-3 weeks.
8.
 BI and PS Buildings 
· PS building – Physics and HSCI have moved into the building and the punch list is being taken care of. 
· The contractor is almost complete with their responsibilities for the PS building

· Group II lines from Biology and Physics need to be given to the Dean for the college
a. New Nursing Building –Lynne passed around drawings of the new building.
