Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting
June 4, 2012

1:00-2:30 p.m., BI-104

Priorities for the year:

Projects supported by the Council of Chairs: Secure outside funding for the Peer Advisor Center; Continue the Scherba Lecture Series; Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Open the observatory. Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Expand development activities working on short-term 50th anniversary campaign.

Projects to be worked on by the Council of Chairs:

Department chair involvement in the dean search; Continue to support faculty who are trying to obtain grants; Make plans for CNS Museum; Continue to increase international exchanges; Develop one or more development projects from each department.
1. Approval of minutes for May 14, 2012 – Approved as distributed.
2. Announcement by Chairs

a. Dwight– The nursing department was accredited for another 5 years by CCNE.
b. Linda – There are three scholarships awarded for geology, chemistry and an open award for $700.00 to students that need to be filled. Please see her concerning the requirements.
3. Announcements from Administration
a. MOU with Western University – This past Thursday, CSUSB signed an agreement with Western for a linkage program in pharmacy. Six students will be selected to participate. The dean asked if other departments would like to form linkage programs with Western to contact him. 
b. Budget Webcast – There will be another budget webcast on Monday, June 11th from 9-11am in PL-013.
c. SUG Policy – The dean handed out a memo from the Chancellor’s Office outlining the new guidelines for students that wish to receive the State University Grant,
4. Action Items

a. Commencement – Lory reported that she received the final numbers and that there are 335 students registered for the CNS ceremony and there are 32 CNS graduate students registered for the graduate ceremony. Dave Stockton will be receiving an honorary doctorate degree and there will be one posthumous degree awarded to the family of Cordie Zahra. Lory requested that all of the chairs arrive to the Founder’s Room no later than 7:45am to dress, enjoy refreshments and take photographs.
b. President Karnig Appreciation Gift – The dean discussed ideas of an appreciation gift that they would present to President Karnig in the Founder’s Room prior to the start of commencement.
c. CNS Outstanding Student Reception – Lory reported that the reception will be on Friday, June 15th from 3-4:30pm in the Pine Room. All of the student recipients have called in with their RSVP except two. The chairs were asked to limit their introductions to less than 2 minutes.

d. CSU-wide contract for Lab VIEW software – Paul Dixon reported that LabView is software that can be utilized in courses with labs. The cost for the license per year is $2,000. Paul received a quote for a campus-wide license that would cost $4,500 per year for the full kit. He will email the information to the chairs to discuss with their faculty and he would like feedback as to whether or not other departments would like to use this software.
5. Strategic Plan for the CNS AY 2012-13 – Dave would like one item from each department sent to him by Monday, June 11th.
6. CNS Council of Chairs Summer Meetings – The following dates are scheduled for the chairs meetings in the summer from 1-3pm.
a. Monday, July 16th
b. Monday, August 13th 
7. CNS Chair’s Summer Schedules – The dean will be in China from June 18 - July 3 and on vacation from August 6-14.
8. SOAR – Cindy reported that the college and department presentations will be combined so that the departments will have the students as early as 9:15am for advising and registering for classes. She also handed out an attachment that showed the number of students that are registered for SOAR for each day. Cindy instructed the chairs to have the ASCs open classes at 10:30am on the appropriate days. 
9. Targets – The dean discussed the targets on the attached sheet. There was a discussion on how the departments may wish to redistribute their targets. The university can go -2 to +3% of the target next year.
10. Scheduling – George
a. Summer –The FTEs are where they were last year, however, there is a downward trend occurring. The university is currently at 128% of target and the college is at 127% of target. 
b. Fall 2012 – We are currently in priority IV registration. Classes start on September 20th and census will be on October 10th.
c. Winter 2013 – This is the last week to keep rooms allotted to our college. On June 12th, all rooms will be available to everyone. Priority registration begins on October 29th.

11. Possible new CNS priorities – Dave proposed the following possibilities. A discussion followed.
a. Assistant Dean (selection by Dean Fleming)

b. Budget by department for 2012-13

c. Department RPT documents

d. WASC preparation

e. Opening event for the nursing lab

f. Opening event for the museum

g. Scherba lecture series

h. New strategic plan for CNS

i. Peer Advising Center

12. Western linkage programs in veterinarian medicine, physical therapy, optometry, dentistry,   biomedical sciences. 

13. Development – Continue fundraising for the college. Linda stated that she is willing to go out and find equipment for departments as well if they will forward the requests to her.
