Natural Sciences Chairs Council

Minutes of the Meeting of April 26, 2010
1:00-3:00 p.m., BI 104

Priorities for the Year: 

Projects Supported by Council of Chairs: Develop a strategic plan for the college, develop the Natural Sciences Museum, external funding for the Peer Advising Center, increase grant activity, invest in service contracts, A/C in the PE building, peer advisor posters to circulate in classes and to post outside of the departments, and update the College website.
Projects to be worked on by Council of Chairs:  recruiting CD for the college and departments, increase international exchanges, increase student research opportunities with faculty, initiate the Scherba lecture series, formalize the scholarship and internship process for the College.
Approval of minutes for April 12, 2010.  The minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items
1. Announcements by Chairs.  
Terry – Jacob Robinson was named as an American Kinesiology Association National Scholar for 2010.
Lory – Lory needs to know how many faculty will be attending commencement. Send her an email if you plan on attending.
Ted – HSCI students competed in the Nutrition Bowl and placed 3rd out of 11 teams.
2. Announcements from Administration
a. Pesticide Ad-hoc Committee – If you are interested in serving on this committee, contact Dean Carlson.  Dave Polcyn indicated he was on the committee.
b. Science Buildings Hood Maintenance – Maintenance on the hoods will be done tomorrow, April 27th.
c. Associate Provost for Academic Personnel search – (see attached) The call for Associate Provost went out. It is for a faculty member and it is an internal search.
d. Observatory webcam – The link to see progress on the observatory is http://139.182.204.32/indexFrame.html The camera is on Jack Brown and pointed toward Badger Hill.

e. Status of Faculty Searches – 

i. Chemistry – Closed

ii. Kinesiology – Hired Cuauhtemoc Carboni for the pedagogy and they closed the 2nd search.
iii. Mathematics – Hired Su Liang, grant approved.
iv. Nursing – The department is interviewing for the chair position and one faculty position.

f.    Top CSUSB Alumni – Submit your top alumni to Dean Carlson.

g.   Travel to Mexico – Any faculty, staff or students traveling to Mexico must get pre-   approval from the Chancellor’s Office. 

h.   New Travel Program -  The UC is using a central place to make reservations for travel for airfare, hotels, and car rentals. They have had sizeable savings by utilizing a centralized service. They stated that they have saved approximately $2 million dollars. All major airlines are on board except for United.  CSU has been invited to use the system.
i.   Online STEM programs – The Chancellor’s Office is looking into doing an online STEM program which will be called STEM virtual campus.

j.   Graduating Seniors – Seniors that are graduating will be given priority registration so they can get the classes they need to finish. In addition, those seniors that file a Grad Check and don’t finish in the term filed for, those students will automatically be put on academic probation regardless of the grades they earned. A discussion followed.
k.   Summer Research Pods – The dean will be sending out a call for proposals for summer research pods soon. 

l.    Biology 100 Summer - Dave Polcyn noted that the department will be offering Summer sections of Biology 100 and of Anatomy and Physiology and asked that students be advised into these sections to help alleviate enrollment pressures in these courses during the regular academic year.

m.  Dean Carlson noted that Summer Session targets should come out from the College of Extended Learning next week.
Action Items: 
Discussion Items:
1.
Scheduling Update - John

a. Spring – Census data was distributed today. The college came in at 100.0% of target.
b. Summer – Registration starts on May 3rd. 
c. Fall – Priority registration begins on May 20th.
d. Winter – Schedule build begins May 24th – Sept. 17th. 

2. 
Enrollment Management Program - The dean went over the new program. When logging on to the newest version, one may choose which quarter they wish to look at. Spring census data will not change until the next registration cycle begins for the following spring. Once a quarter is selected, current data will come up. There is an option to view a summary of different colleges, as well as looking at every course in our college. PDC courses will not show up in the grouped data. When selecting a specific department, every course including PDC courses will show up. Previous terms should be populated by the end of this week.
3.
Natural Phenomena Lory -  
Electronic vs. Print.  Lory reported that the most efficient way to do the NP online is to load it as a pdf file. This will allow for the newsletter to be viewed page by page online or printed or even saved to your desktop. We will be able to reach more people by email which will have a link that will lead them to an online version of the newsletter. The chairs agreed that we should try the online version. 
4.         UTeach – Yes or No – After having met with Dave Polcyn and Herb Brunkhorst, 

Dave Maynard reported that we should not proceed with UTeach at this time. They will continue to meet and make revisions to the materials they reviewed.
5.         Awarding Scholarships – Lory reported that the Professional Development Committee for the college will select recipients for scholarships awarded through the college. Other departments that are offering scholarships need to form a committee to review applications and submit the names of the committee members to Lory. She will forward the names to Louise Jones in Financial Aid. She will give access to the committee members to review the applications online. Lory forwarded the training guide for reviewing applications to the department chairs. 
6.
Student Orientation (Freshmen and Sophomore) – Cindy needs the list of courses and section numbers that will be reserved for freshmen as soon as possible. Kim Nichol will be placing a code (FTF=First Time Freshmen) that will enable them to register on their appointed day at SOAR and will prohibit any other students from registering. Cindy cautioned that departments should not use permits from the end of open enrollment through the end of SOAR. If a department wishes to permit a student that is not a freshmen, they cannot permit them into a slot that has been held for FTF. There may be some students that don’t have ELM or EAP scores. Any student without those scores, Records will pull transcripts and evaluate if they are eligible for college level math. Those students will be identified on SOAR rosters for advising purposes. The college will get students at 9:15 a.m. The College presentation will be limited so that the students arrive for department advising about 10:00 a.m.  Cindy would like the chairs to think about how to effectively and efficiently advise their students so they will have more time to register. Cindy also said that she will be preparing a cheat sheet of GE courses that have allocated seats for the freshmen. A discussion followed. 
7.
Loma Linda joint programs – The dean will be meeting on Monday, May 3rd  with Loma Linda University about joint programs with the College of Natural Sciences. The dean asked which programs the chairs would want in the joint program. The following programs were mentioned: pre-med, pre-dental, physical therapy, public health, physician’s assistant, pharmacy and occupational therapy.
8.  
Health Careers Pipeline Conference – May 7th at CSUSB.  Around 600 students are expected.   Kinesiology, Biology, Chemistry, Nursing, and Health Sciences indicated interest in having a table.  Are there other departments who want to have a table?
9.  
Budget topics
a
Projected rollovers.  Renee distributed a summary of estimated departmental rollovers.

b.  
Projected reductions linked to classes to be affected.  Attached was a list of sections in which seats need to held for SOAR registration of first-time freshmen this Summer.

10.  
Construction Projects - John
a.
Observatory.   There is a walk through scheduled for this Wednesday, April 28.  The contractor is currently working on pouring foundations for the Observatory building.

b.
Garden near pool and fitness center [not discussed]

c.  
Nursing laboratory addition.  The contractor is well into the process of clearing the site and relocating utilities that would be affected by the construction.

d.  
PE Building air-conditioning.  This project should be finished and cleaned up in time for commencement.  Both the hot and cold water lines appear to be in the trench and back filling appears to have started.

