Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting
April 2, 2012

1:00-2:30 p.m., BI-104

Priorities for the year:

Projects supported by the Council of Chairs: Secure outside funding for the Peer Advisor Center; Continue the Scherba Lecture Series; Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Open the observatory. Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Expand development activities working on short-term 50th anniversary campaign.

Projects to be worked on by the Council of Chairs:

Department chair involvement in the dean search; Continue to support faculty who are trying to obtain grants; Make plans for CNS Museum; Continue to increase international exchanges; Develop one or more development projects from each department.
1. Approval of minutes for March 5, 2012 – Approved as distributed.
2. Announcement by Chairs

a. Paul – Physics has made a verbal offer to the candidate and she has accepted.
b. Jean – Nursing has hired a full time lecturer, however, the candidate for the tenure track position declined the offer. 
c. Peter – Peter received a DOD grant and will be working with USC and UCLA.
d. Linda – Linda announced that she received a check from San Manuel for $25k as well as $10k from Prime Healthcare for the President’s Gala celebration on May 19. 
e. Joan – Geology is celebrating its 20th anniversary and they will be hosting an Earth Resource Awareness meeting on April 12th.
3. Announcements from Administration
a. Presidential Search – Dave reported that the search is ongoing and the rumor is that there are currently six candidates being considered. 
b. Budget – The university is working on budget projections out to 2014-15 AY.  
4. Action Items

a. Henry and Susan Chen Foods Lab Dedication – The dedication will be held on Tuesday, April 3rd from 3:30-4:30p.m. in PS-323.
b. Scherba Lecture – Dr. Alan Trounson will be giving a lecture on stem cells on Thursday, April 5th in the SMSU Theater from 7:00-8:00p.m. This lecture will be recorded and possibly televised on Channel 3 in the future.
c. Peer Advising Coordinator– The dean announced that we have hired Erika Hernandez. She has a Masters degree in Counseling and she will start on Wednesday, April 4th. 
d. WRI Scholarship/Internships – Lisa McElvaney spoke about scholarship and internship opportunities for students as well as handing out informational materials.
i. $300.00 stipend opportunity for participants in a one day GIS Training – DOE award for Hispanic and African American female students in the STEM fields.

ii. $4,500 USDA Watershed Management internships – this is a new award with a new website: wri.csusb.edu.  There are 50 slots available each year.

iii. $50,000 scholarship available for an underrepresented student to use toward the completion of a masters degree and the start of a terminal degree in a water-related field.
e. CNS Commencement – CNS commencement will be on Sunday, June 17th at 8:45am. The chairs and faculty that will be attending should arrive no later than 7:45am.
f. Outstanding undergraduates and graduates – The deadline for departments to submit their outstanding undergrads and grads is today. Please submit the recipient’s names to Lory.
g. Department highlights – The deadline to submit department highlights for the commencement script is Friday, April 13th. Please submit your highlights to Lory.
h. Natural Phenomena – The featured departments this year will be geology, kinesiology and math. The word limit for featured departments is 450 words. All of the remaining departments should submit a write-up of no more than 150 words. Please submit your write ups to Lory no later than June 1st. 
i. Selection of the Mace Bearer – Nominations were submitted and voting was conducted, Dr. Dan Fahey, Professor in Health Science and Human Ecology was selected as the mace bearer for commencement.
j. Selection of CNS Outstanding Alumnus – Nominations were submitted and voting was conducted. Ms. Pamela Samson, a health science alumnus was selected.
k. Outstanding Faculty nominations and selections – Nominations were submitted and voting was conducted for the outstanding faculty in teaching, professional development and service. The results are listed below.
i. Teaching – Hosung So, Kinesiology
ii. Professional Development – Shawn McMurran, Math
iii. Service – Laura Woodney. Physics
5. Western University Pharmacy Liaison – The MOU has been approved and the signing ceremony will take place in May.
6. OSR Student Research Symposium – The symposium will be held on May 10th on campus. 
7. Dean Search Schedule – The following candidates will be doing campus visits this month.
a. Kirsten Fleming, Ph.D. – April 9-10
Executive Director of the Kentucky Center for Mathematics 

Professor of Mathematics, Northern Kentucky University

b. Jeff Thompson, Ph.D. – April 23-24
Associate Provost for Research 

Professor of Biology, Cal State, San Bernardino

c. Kristy Proctor, Ph.D. - April 26-27
Professor of Chemistry, Colorado State University – Pueblo
8. Scheduling – George
a. Spring – Today was the first day of classes. Census is on April 20th. The university is at 101% of target and the college is at 105% of target.
b. Summer –Priority registration begins on May 7th. 
c. Fall 2012 – The schedule has gone to print and priority registration begins on May 24th. 
