Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting
April 16, 2012

1:00-1:53 p.m., BI-104

Priorities for the year:

Projects supported by the Council of Chairs: Secure outside funding for the Peer Advisor Center; Continue the Scherba Lecture Series; Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Open the observatory. Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Expand development activities working on short-term 50th anniversary campaign.

Projects to be worked on by the Council of Chairs:

Department chair involvement in the dean search; Continue to support faculty who are trying to obtain grants; Make plans for CNS Museum; Continue to increase international exchanges; Develop one or more development projects from each department.
1. Approval of minutes for April 2, 2012 – Approved as distributed.
2. Announcement by Chairs

a. Joan– Geology is celebrating its 20th anniversary. They hosted an Earth Resource Awareness event on April 12th with more than 115 attendees.
b. Linda – Three sponsorships for $5k each to support the Disability Sports Festival were requested. Departments to contact her if they have any needs.
c. Dwight– Nursing had a check presentation ceremony for Kaiser’s $100k donation.
3. Announcements from Administration
a. SUG money – Graduates will no longer be eligible for SUG money. It is estimated that approximately 100 graduates will be affected. NOTE: In a series of e-mails for faculty senate, this may decision may be reversed.
b. 2012-13 Enrollment – The chancellor’s office has mandated that all students will be limited to 17 units per quarter beginning in the fall. Only students that are graduating will be permitted to overload if necessary.  
4. Action Items

a. Peer Advising Center Coordinator – Erika Hernandez introduced herself and gave a brief background of her experience in advising. 
b. SOAR – SOAR dates for transfer students will be May 19, June 2nd and 9th. This will be an all-day event.  Student advising will be from 1-3pm. The freshmen SOAR dates for our college are July 11-12, 16-17 and 23-24. The departments will advise and students will then register on the second day of these dates. Cindy needs to know what rooms the departments would like to use and the name of the faculty representatives that will be advising the students. Cindy will send out an electronic agenda to the chairs. Cindy requested that the departments hold 10% more seats than last year for these SOAR dates. She would like the number of seats that will be held sent to her. Cindy reported that the Early Start Program (ESP) will be offered through CEL. A discussion followed.
c. Vital Technology Fee – Per the attachment, biology and math had items approved for purchase.
d. WRI Scholarship/Internships – The dean reminded the chairs that the internships and scholarships listed below are still available.
i. $300.00 stipend opportunity for participants in a one day GIS Training – DOE award for Hispanic and African American female students in the STEM fields.

ii. $4,500 USDA Watershed Management internships – this is a new award with a new website: wri.csusb.edu.  There are 50 slots available each year.

iii. $50,000 scholarship available for an underrepresented student to use toward the completion of a masters degree and the start of a terminal degree in a water-related field.
e. CNS Commencement – CNS commencement will be on Sunday, June 17th at 8:45am. The chairs and faculty that will be attending should arrive no later than 7:45am.
f. Department highlights – The deadline to submit department highlights for the commencement script is Friday, April 13th. Please submit your highlights to Lory.
g. Natural Phenomena – The featured departments this year will be geology, kinesiology and math 450 word limit). All of the remaining departments should submit a write-up of no more than 150 words. Please submit your write ups to Lory no later than June 1st. 
h. Mace Bearer – Dan Fahey, Professor of Health Science and Human Ecology
i. Selection of CNS Outstanding Alumnus – Pamela Sampson, Health Science and Human Ecology 
j. Outstanding Faculty selections –

i. Teaching – Hosung So, Kinesiology
ii. Professional Development – Shawn McMurran, Math
iii. Service – Laura Woodney. Physics
5. Dean Search Schedule – The dean reminded faculty of interview days for the dean search.
a. Kirsten Fleming, Ph.D. – April 9-10
Executive Director of the Kentucky Center for Mathematics 

Professor of Mathematics, Northern Kentucky University

b. Jeff Thompson, Ph.D. – April 23-24
Associate Provost for Research 

Professor of Biology, Cal State, San Bernardino

c. Kristy Proctor, Ph.D. - April 26-27
Professor of Chemistry, Colorado State University – Pueblo
6. Future of the CSU/Budget Issues – There was an attachment of notes written by Jenny Zorn from a recent meeting at the Chancellor’s Office for the chairs to peruse. CSU has been cut by $1 billion and there has been a 25% increase (~$500 M in student fees. CSUSB is planning budget scenarios through 2013-14. If the November initiative does not pass, the university should have enough one-time money to cover the additional cuts this year only. A discussion followed.
7. Scheduling – George
a. Spring – Census is on April 20th. The university is at 103% of target and the college is at 107.2% of target.
b. Summer –Priority registration begins on May 7th. 
c. Fall 2012 – Priority registration begins on May 24th. 
8. Other – The dean reviewed funds collected by development this year.  CNS was ranked first among the colleges for this academic year. Linda has done well since joining the college last September.
