Natural Sciences Chairs Council

April 14, 2008
1:00-3:15 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Open a Peer Advising Center (opened Fall quarter); Create a recruiting CD for the College and each department; Re-establish the equipment line; Seek funding to name the HP, PE, BI, CS, and PS building or departments; Make plans for use of the museum; Get A/C for the PE building; Promote the 25/35 program (Fall-implemented and reminder sent); New hires (Kinesiology 1; Nursing 3); More MASS program recruiting; Finish the BI and PS buildings; Maximize the Title V funding for the STEM program
Approval of minutes for March 17, 2008.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Rob – Rob introduced Renee Smith as the new AA/S for the College. Summer 2007 money was never transferred. Renee will make the transfers this week.
2. Announcements from Administration
· FERP application deadline – FERP application deadline was March 17th. It appears that there are no retirements this year in the college.
· Scherba Speakers Program – The following faculty have agreed to participate: Yasha Karant, Josephine Mendoza, Nicole Bournias, Paul Orwin and Britt Leatham.
· Overhead for Grants –  Business Affairs is planning to recover the grant funds that cover benefits when applicable to university personnel.  The Dean will be speaking with the Provost about the effect of this decision.
· The Fullerton Museum – The museum was recently accredited. 
· International Travel – Faculty no longer have to request approval from President Karnig for international travel. Faculty are to get Chair, Dean, and Provost approval instead. President Karnig’s concern regarding international travel is the source of funding.  He strongly prefers not to use State funding.
· Faculty Research Day –May 19, 2008
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Spring – We are at the end of the second week of classes and John will get the numbers out. Census date is April 21st. Remind students to make sure they are enrolled in your class. They can check their enrollment by logging on to MYCOYOTE.
b. Summer – Priority registration begins on April 30, 2008.
c. Fall – Schedule build is complete and it has gone to print

d. Winter – Schedule build begins on May 19, 2008.  
2.
Outstanding Alum Selection – Nominations were made and Dr. David Maynard was selected as this year’s recipient.
3.
Recognition of Outstanding Professors – Alan Smith – Alan brought up his concern that the University is not promoting the academic excellence of our college to the community for recruiting purposes.  Opportunities to promote the quality of the university academics are not being realized in the releases that are going to the public.
4.
25-35 Improvements/Changes for 2008 – Kim Cousins is on the Campus Conversations committee and she needs examples of successes in implementing 25/35. She would like any faculty that have used creative and effective ways to reinforce using study time to improve performance. Please email Kim at kcousins@csusb.edu by Friday, April 18th.
5.
Museum proposal – The council agreed to encourage the committee to continue with the current proposals they have been working on. 
6.
How to help your student succeed – On May 17th and June 7th, incoming freshmen and their parents will attend a session on how to succeed as a student. Cindy needs a panel of faculty to be present to meet with parents for an hour to answer questions and to prepare parents for changes they will see in their children at college. The chairs were asked to find faculty that would be good at communicating with the parents. 

7.
Additional monitor screens for JB, HPE, PS, CS - The Dean asked if any chairs were interested in having informational monitors placed in their buildings similar to the one in the first floor of the BI building. Kinesiology, Math and CSE were interested. HSCI may be interested having a monitor on either the 2nd or3rd floor of the PS building. Physics was not interested.

8.
Class Time Slots – Tabled until next meeting.

9.
Department Plans for Handling Scholarship Applications – Each department stated that they will handle their own scholarship applications.

10. Possible Curricular Effort – The discussion continued from the last meeting and a suggestion was made to make it a minor instead of a major. The chairs were asked to submit names of faculty that may be interested in working on this effort to the Dean.

11. Early Bird Advising – Cindy stated that from May 5th – May 16th, new students will be encouraged to contact the department of their major for early advising between 3-5pm. Cindy requested that the chairs provide her with the names of faculty that will be willing to do open advising one on one during these dates and time frames. 
12. Summer Orientation Programs - These are orientation programs for freshmen.  The purpose is to orient students to the campus and your department, not advisement or enrollment.  Give thought to how you will cover your department’s participation, e.g. faculty volunteer, hire someone, service by faculty teaching during the Summer, or you cover it.  The name of the person covering each date should be forwarded to the Dean.  The goal is to find the best people to put in front of the students. Faculty will need to be available on day 1 of the dates listed below from 10:30am – 12:00pm.
a. June 25 & 26, 2008 (Wednesday and Thursday) 

b. July 21 & 22, 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)

c. July 26 & 27, 2008 (Saturday and Sunday)

d. August 11 & 12, 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)

e. August 13 & 14, 2008 (Wednesday and Thursday)

13.  Construction Projects
a. BI and PS Buildings – John.  In the BI Building, the water is supposed to be drinkable. John also reported that most of the building is reasonably completed. In the PS Building, PS-010 is open and there is not a long list of problems. Before each class period, it is extremely important that the instructor read the safety statement because the fire alarm system is not functional yet. The contractor says the building should be done by the end of June with test air balancing. We are still on schedule to move in August. John needs to know what modular furniture will need to be moved from HSCI, Physics and the college office. John needs a walk-through punch list by the end of next week. The 3rd floor is not complete and will not be included on this punch list. 
b. Observatory – Roberto.  The total in-kind and cash commitments now total $1.6 million. The Weingart visit went well for a contribution of $250k. SCE is now being pursued for an in-kind contribution of equipment. President Karnig committed to a 10% bridge loan to get the construction started. He wants to keep the cost under $3 million, and CPDC is currently working up an estimate for the total cost which David DeMauro is paying for.
c. New Nursing Building – Lynne.  There was no report.
