Natural Sciences Chairs Council

March 17, 2008
1:00-3:00 BI 104

Meeting Minutes

Priorities for the Year:  Open a Peer Advising Center (opened Fall quarter); Create a recruiting CD for the College and each department; Re-establish the equipment line; Seek funding to name the HP, PE, BI, CS, and PS building or departments; Make plans for use of the museum; Get A/C for the PE building; Promote the 25/35 program (Fall-implemented and reminder sent); New hires (Kinesiology 1; Nursing 3); More MASS program recruiting; Finish the BI and PS buildings; Maximize the Title V funding for the STEM program
Approval of minutes for March 3, 2008.  The Minutes were approved as distributed.
Informational Items

1. Announcements by Chairs.  

· Roberto – The philanthropy presentation at the American Association of Hispanics in Higher Education conference in Florida was well received.
· Dave M. – Dr. Helene Dickel will be giving a talk on “Molecules in Interstellar Space” on Tuesday, April 15th at 7:00pm in CS-122. All are invited to attend.
2. Announcements from Administration
· FERP application deadline – A reminder that the deadline to FERP is March 17th.
· Mace bearer for June Commencement – Dr. Louis Fernandez has agreed to carry the Mace. 
· Email account storage – Individual notices will be sent out from IRT to those faculty and staff who are storing too much email on the campus server to reduce the amount stored.
· Summer School Indirect Instruction payments – Any faculty who think they did not get this payment should contact Dr. Vicknair.
· Campus 4/10 Summer work schedule – The 4/10 schedule will begin on Monday, June 16th and end on Friday, September 5th. The 4th of July falls on Friday this year, and during the week of June 30th, the campus will work eight (8) hour days Monday through Thursday for that week only. 
· ASC I availability – There is an ASC I position available to any department that wants it at no cost. Contact the Dean if you would like more information.
· International Travel – Any faculty that will be traveling abroad will have to get approval from President Karnig and obtain insurance coverage through Dale West which will cost between $50.00-65.00 prior to traveling.  
· Endowments and scholarships –Department chairs should be receiving a list of applicants soon for scholarships associated with their department for the 2008-09 Academic Year. Contact Ada for stipulations. Please choose recipients and notify Financial Aid of your choice(s)
Action Items: 

1.

Discussion Items:

1. Scheduling Update 

a. Spring – We have reached the end of open enrollment. The University and the College look pretty good regarding targets.
b. Summer – Priority registration begins on April 30, 2008.
c. Fall – The deadline for schedule is March 31, 2008 before it goes to print. Be sure to set class enrollment capacity prior to the deadline.  
2.
Commencement – (Lory) There are 446 eligible students. Please forward the names of your department outstanding undergraduates and graduates to Lory by Friday, March 21st. Each student will receive up to 8 tickets for Commencement. Please forward honor society information for your department to Lory as soon as possible. Those departments that have graduate students were reminded that the coordinator should clear the students as soon as possible. If any departments have highlights they would like placed in the commencement script, please forward that information to Lory by April 4th.
3.
In-Range Progression Requests from Staff – A notification will be sent out to the campus informing staff that state funding is available for IRPs. There is not a lot of money available and only a few will be selected from those submitted. If the department wants to fund the IRP instead of going through the pool of available money, they will have to use the funds from their baseline.
4.
Museum proposal – Rob showed a powerpoint presentation of proposed ideas from the museum committee for use of the museum once the storage area is vacated. Discussion followed.
5.
Faculty-Staff Campaign – (Roberto) The campaign is on-going and Roberto handed out an attachment showing departmental progress on total contributions by percentage. The campaign ends at the end of April. Ada is working on a thank you luncheon to be hosted by the Dean.

6. Summer Orientation Programs - These are orientation programs for freshmen.  The purpose is to orient students to the campus and your department, not advisement or enrollment.  Give thought to how you will cover your department’s participation, e.g. faculty volunteer, hire someone, service by faculty teaching during the Summer, or you cover it.  The goal is to find the best people to put in front of the students.  There are 5 sessions of 2 days each.  CNS will not do its own orientation program.

a. June 25 & 26, 2008 (Wednesday and Thursday) 

b. July 21 & 22, 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)

c. July 26 & 27, 2008 (Saturday and Sunday)

d. August 11 & 12, 2008 (Monday and Tuesday)

e. August 13 & 14, 2008 (Wednesday and Thursday)

7.  Possible Curricular Effort.

a.    An Inconvenient Truth – Al Gore

b.
 Educational Programs in the Inland Empire – Green Valley Initiative

c.   Interdisciplinary major in Green Engineering, Conservation, Global Warming

Dean Carlson thinks this is an area where we need to be doing something.  Chemistry (Maynard) and Geology (Fryxell and Melchiorre) have expressed an interest in participating in the development of tome form of interdisciplinary program.  It was suggested that we look at more instructional materials to see what others are doing.  When this issue was brought up at a Biology Department meeting, the feeling was that they needed something more concrete to plan around.  In preparing to plan in this area, Lynne Leach though it would be helpful if everyone saw An Inconvenient Truth.  Because the topic is highly interdisciplinary, on could have some type of environmental/sustainable environment/green-focused major with a specialization from coursework in some other area.

8.   Construction Projects
a. BI and PS Buildings – John.  In the BI Building, all test air balance and hood certification testing have been completed.  Some building commissioning work and punch list work remain.  For example, plumbing the overhead carrier in BI 002 still needs to be done.  PS 10 should be usable for Spring quarter.  The remainder of the building will not be completed, so a fire watch person will be required for PS 10 occupancy because the fire/life/safety systems for the building as a whole will not be fully operational.  There is a PS walk through this afternoon.
b. Observatory – Roberto.  The Observatory project had been on the next CSU Trustees agenda but has been pulled back so that the connection of the observatory roadway to campus/city roadway access can be clarified.

c. New Nursing Building – Lynne.  This project is continuing in the design development phase.  There is a meeting tomorrow to clarify a number of basic design issues.

