Natural Sciences Council of Chairs Meeting
February 20, 2012

1:00-2:15p.m., BI-104

Priorities for the year:
Projects supported by the Council of Chairs: Bring the UC Water Archives to CSUSB; Expand development activities working on short-term 50th anniversary campaign.

Projects to be worked on by the Council of Chairs:

Department chair involvement in the dean search; Continue to support faculty who are trying to obtain grants; Make plans for CNS Museum; Continue to increase international exchanges; Develop one or more development projects from each department.

1. Approval of minutes for February 6, 2012 – Approved as distributed.
2. Announcement by Chairs

a. Paul – Physics has made a short list of candidates. They are waiting for approval to schedule candidates for a campus visit.
b. Terry - The third candidate will be on campus on Wednesday.  They plan on completing this hire cycle within the next few weeks.
c. Linda– A check for $20k was received from the San Bernardino Water District. As second check for $8k will follow for naming rights to the WRI hydration room.
3. Announcements from Administration
a. SB 1440 –   CSUSB has the lowest articulation rate for approved programs. 

b. Budget cut – The University is anticipating an $8 million cut if the November tax initiatives do not pass and the college may be asked to formulate a series of worst case scenarios. 
c. Fingerprinting - Next year the university is planning to fingerprint all new employees, including student assistants.
d. Commencement – A decision will be made soon as to whether or not the university will be having a separate ceremony for all graduates on Saturday, June 16th. CNS commencement will be held on Sunday, June 17th at 8:45am. The dean stressed that CNS faculty will need to attend one or the other of the ceremonies.
e. Vital Technology Student Fee Proposal – The RFP will be sent via email within the next few days.  A sheet was passed around with details on eligibility and the dean suggested that the departments get their requests in soon. 
4. Action Items

a. Transfer Day – This event will be held on Saturday, February 25th. Cindy passed around a signup sheet for faculty reps.  From 10:00-10:45 a.m., the faculty will give a presentation in the assigned classroom.

b. Scherba Lecture – Alan Trounson will be giving a lecture on stem cells on Thursday, April 5th at 7:00 p.m. in the SMSU. Flyers will be going out soon to advertise the event.
c. Peers Advising Coordinator – We are currently reviewing applications and we hope to schedule the interviews soon.
d. Western School of Pharmacy – The dean and Mike Chao went to WesternU to discuss and draft a MOU between the two universities for 4-8 reserved seats in the pharmacy program.  Student, in the second quarter of organic chemistry, would apply to this Early Admission Program.  Selected students would be Sheppard through their junior and senior years by WesternU, and after completing the undergraduate degree, be admitted into the pharmacy program.  
e. Science Museum Update – The museum space is being cleaned for painting and the instillation of window coverings. BNSF has donated $5k for this project. WRI now has a 5'x5' topological map of the San Andreas watershed completed that will be housed in the museum. There will also be a planetarium and the mammoth that Stuart is working on. Funding for a display case for Stu Ellis' rocks is also being explored.
f. Changes in Financial Aid –82% of our students receive some form of financial aid. This year 3 federal grants, totaling $3.5 million will be suspended. Effective July 1st - the graduate unsubsidized loans will be eliminated. The 6 month grace period to start paying back loans will go away, so once a student graduates, they will now have to start repaying loans/interests immediately. The dean will send out the PowerPoint presentation to the department chairs. A discussion followed.

g. Winter Augmentation (attachment) - Renee has added the augmentation amounts to the department PT budgets and will transfer the funds this week if there are no corrections to be made.
h. Equipment list/Lottery funds – The dean suggested that the departments get their orders placed quickly for the approved items.
i. CSUSB Statics Book – The dean went over the attachment and reported that it appears that our enrollments trends are increasing. 
5. Scheduling – George
a. Spring – Priority registration began on Wednesday, February 15th. The current enrollment data was distributed. George reported that our college target was decreased by 12 FTEs.
b. Summer – As of now, the summer will run state side. Priority registration begins on May 7th.
c. Fall 2012 – Schedule building began today. George suggested that any departments having difficulty finding a room to contact him directly for assistance.
6. Scheduling 2012-13 AY

a. 2012-13 Target estimates and discussion (attachment) – The dean thinks our target will be increased by about 3.4% for 2012-13. He went over an attachment with estimated targets for the upcoming AY. It appears that everyone is doing the same classes this summer that they offered last year. A discussion followed.
7. Department RPT Guidelines attachment) – The dean went over the RPT guidelines that the Department of Anthropology has been working on (but have not yet approved.) He stated that the chairs can share these guidelines with their faculty to spark discussions in order to formulate their own new guidelines within their department.  A discussion followed.
