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Abstract

An abstract is a summary of your thesis and presents all the major elements of your thesis work in a highly condensed form. The structure of the abstract should mirror the structure of the whole thesis, and should represent all its major elements. For example, if your thesis has five chapters (introduction, literature review, methodology, results, conclusion), there should be one or more sentences assigned to summarize each chapter.  Clearly specify your research questions near the beginning of the abstract.  Your research questions are critical in ensuring that the abstract is coherent and logically structured. 
The primary function of your abstract is to tell your readers what you discovered.  Other information, such as the account of your research methods, is needed mainly to back the claims you make about your results.

Approximately the last half of the abstract should be dedicated to summarizing and interpreting your results.
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